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AN 


Be A icillery-Rication 


SERMON, 


GALATIANS V. rf. 


Stand fap therefore in the li 
berty wherewith Chrift hath 
made us free. 


ANKIND are generally averfe to in- 
M novations both in religion and go- 
.¥M vernment. Laws and conftitutions to 
which they have been long ufed, they 

are fond of retaining, even though better are 
offered in their fkead. This appeared in the 
Jews. Their law required a burdenfome and 
; expenfive 
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expenfive fervice : chriftianity fet them free 
from this law. Neverthelefs, many of them 
were defirous of continuing the obfervation of 
it, after they became chriftians ; and of having 
the gentile converts alfo fubmit to it. Accord- 
ingly there were fome Judaifing teachers who 


endeavoured to latians to this 
fubmiffion. 7 Lauper aap haha aN in this 
epiftle, particularly in the immediately forego- 
ing Seis pps that cageians 

ave nothing, to do. fey the“ceremonial. law of 
the Jews, they being freed sy Chiff, from. this 
burden. And then as an inference from what 
he had faid, and by way of admonition to 
the Galatians, he fubjoins the exhortation in-the 
text ; ftand faft therefore in che liberty where- 
with Chrift hath. made us free. 


Bur though the words. originally refer to 
that freedom. from the Jewifh law which the 
gofpel confers: off the \church \of God ; yet, thé 
reafon’ofithe, inference holds gaod in the cafe of 
any other wee ala a et ep fin 
have aright to : So that thi vation.is ain- 

i ea ee the 


THis obférvation i fhall endeavour, by the 
help of God, to ilafttate aiid improve : In order 


to which, I fhall thew ; 
a) oe : pa — sit = HSISnG 
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fou ‘Wat ‘IT intend by that liberty in which 
ESE n tyes ai;! 
i. (Iw what way they ought to ftand fat in 
this <liberty, or what they may and ought to do 
in defence of it. fe 


So. Tur obligations they are under to this 


After which, I thall fubjoin fome refle&ions, 
and apply the fubject to. the prefent. occafion. 


$e ok am, to thew what is intended in_ this 
difcourfe by the liberty in which men ought to 
ftand faft. 


. Tuoucu this word is ufed in various fenfes, 
I mean by it here, only that liberty which is op- 
pofed to external force and conftraint, and to 
fuch force and conftraint only, as we may fuffer 
frommen. Under the term liberty, taken in this 
fenfe, may naturally be comprehended all thofe 


_ advantages which are liable to be deftroyed by 


the art or power of men ; every thing that 
is oppofed to temporal flavery. 

Tuas liberty has always been accounted one 
of the greateft natural bleffings which mankind 
can enjoy. Accordingly, the benevolent and 
impartial Father of the human race, has given to 


-allmen a right, and to all naturally an equal 


right to this bleffing. . . In 
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In a ftate of nature, or where men are under 
no civil government, God has given to every 
one liberty to purfue his own happinefs in what- 
ever way, and by whatever means he pleafes, 
without afking the confent or confulting the in- 
clination of any other man, provided he keeps 
within the bounds of the law of nature. Within 
thefe bounds, he may govern his actions, and 
difpofe of his property and perfon, as he thinks 
proper. * Nor has any man, or any number of 
men, a right to reftrain him in the exercife of 
this liberty, or punifh, or call him to account for 
ufing it. This however is not a ftate of licenti- 
oufnefs, for the law of nature which bounds this 
liberty, forbids all injuftice and wickednefs ; al- 
lows no man to injure another in his perfon or 
property, or to deftroy his own life, 


Bur experience foon taught that, either thro’ 
ignorance of this law, or the influence of un- 
ruly paffions, fome were difpofed to violate it, by 
encroaching upon the liberty of others ; fo that 
the weak were liable to be greatly injured by the 
fuperior power of bad men, without any means 
of fecurity or redrefs. This gave birth to ci- 
vil fociety, and induced a number of individuals — 
to combine together for mutual defence and fe- 
curity ; to give up a part of their natural liber- 
ty for the fake of enjoying the remainder in 
greater fafety ; to agree upon certain laws a- 
mong themfelves to regulate the focial conduct 


of each individual ; or to intruft to one or nee 
Ox 


® See Lock on government. 
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ef their number, in whofe wifdom and good- 
nefs they could confide, a power of making fuch 
laws, and putting them in execution. fia 


In this ftate, the liberty which men have is 
all that natural liberty which has been menti- 
oned, excepting what they have expre/sly given 
up for the good of the whole fociety ; a liberty 
ot purfuing their own happinefs,governing their 
actions, and difpofing of their property and per- 
Jons as they think fit, provided they tranfgefs no 
law of nature, and keep within thofe reftri@tions 
which they have confented to come under. 
ee £ ILLS 


etree Saesiays i. fi 


“Tus liberty will be different in different com: 


munities. In every ftate, the members will, pro- 


“ bably, give up fo much of their natural liberty, as 


they think will be moft for the good of the 
whole. But different ftates will judge different- 
ly upon this point ; fome ‘will give up more,- 
fome lefs, though ftill with the fame view, the 
publick good. And every fociety have doubt- 
lefs a right to aét_ according to their own judg- 
ment and difcretion in this matter, this being: 
only an exercife of that natural liberty in’ which 
all are tama born. 
WEF Be Aten : ig OY 
‘WHEN a fociety commits to one or a few a 
power to govern them, ,the general practice is to 
limmiblane power ppSeerlaln prefered: rules and’ 
reftrictions. “But fometimes this is omitted, and 
it does not appear from any act of the’ people, 
but that ‘the power, ‘with which they have in- 
trufted’ their rulers,’ ig unlimited. In this cafe 
B common 
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common fenfe will tell us that the power grant- 
ed to rulers is to be limited by the great end 
and defign of fociety and government : and he 
muft be deftitute of common fenfe, who does 
not know that this is the general good, the hap- 
pinefs and fafety of the whole fociety. So that 
though a people fhould, through inadvertency, 
neglect to prefcribe any bounds to the power of 
their rulers, this power would neverthelels be 
pate and ae Perils at liberty to refufe 

ubmiffion to fuch reftraints or laws, as were 
_ plainly ioalliiene with the publi: Ged. 


~Tuere are fome natural liberties or rights 
which no perfon can divett himfelf of, without 
tranfereffing the law of nature.. A man cannot, 
for inftance, give up the liberty of private judg- 
ment in matters of religion, or convey to others 
a right to determine of what religion-he fhall be, 
and in what way he fhall worfhip God. A granc 
of this nature would deftroy the foundation of 
all religion in the man who made it, and mutt 
therefore be a violation of the law of nature ; 
nor would he be obliged to abide by it, if in. 
confequence of it, he fhould be required to act 
conttary to the dictates of his »edytqiegee.. Or 
fhould a man pretend to grant toothers a power 
to order and govern all-his aétions that were not 
of a religious nature, fo that, in,all cafes he mutt 
act agreeable to their direction; this would be 
inconfiftent with that fubmiffion which he owes 
to the authority of God, and his own cen{ciences:; 
The grant would be in itfelf void, and he would, 
notwithitanding, be.at liberty to act according 

ork te 
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to his own confcience, though contrary to the 
command of thofe to whom he had made fo ex- 
travacant a donation. — Ee Ra 


Suoutp therefore the legiflature of a ftate 
make laws requiring the fubjeéts to do things 
immoral, and which they knew to be fo, fuch, 
for inftance, as were apparently deftructive of 
public happinefs, though it was in confequence 
of an exprefs grant of unlimited power, the 
fubje&s would be at liberty to refufe obedi- 
ence, and not violate confcience or -deftroy 
their own happinefs, * So that only fuch laws 
of fociety as are not plainly inconfiftent with the 
end of fociety, or, in any other refpect, inconfif- 

tent with 


a. ey 


tent with the law of nature, the eternal rules of 
morality, can reftrain and limit the natural liber- 
ty of thofe who belong to it, 


Ir is to be further obferved here, that {tates 
or communities, as fuch, have naturally the 
fame liberty which individuals have in the ftate 
of nature: but this liberty is reftrained, in fome 
meafure, by what are called the laws of nations, 
which are certain rules, that by a tacit cenfent 
are agreed upon among all communities, at 
leaft among thofe who are accounted the polite 
and civilized part of mankind. Thee, nations 
are not at liberty to violate. Wart 


* ce AN conve} ance of abfolute power, whether to a 
id pas! or a fenate,with a preclufion of all rights of re- 
** fiftance, muft be a deed originally invalid, as founded in 
‘¢ an error about what is moft effential in fuch tran{nAj. 
** ons, the tendency of fuch power to the general g -od.” 

Dr. Hutchefon’s fyftem of moral philofophy, Vol, 2, 
Page 271, ; 
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Wuart has been faid may be fufficient to fhew 
what that liberty is in which men ought to ftand 
fait. In a ftate of nature it is all that liberty 
which is confiftent wich the law of nature ; un- 
der civil government, it is all which is confiftenc 
with the law of nature, and with fuch reftriéti- 
ons as they have confented to come under con- 
fftently with the law of nature and the end of 
fociety : and when we confider one independent 
ftate in reference to another, it is all that natu- 
ral liberty which is confiftent with the laws of 
nations, . . 


Awnp whatever fhare men enjoy of this liber- 
ty, we may properly fay in the words of the 
- text, that Chrift has made them free with it ; 
fince after his refurrection and exaltation to 
the right hand of theMajefty on high, all power 
in heaven and in earth was committed to him, 
and he now fits; and is.to continue at the 
head of God’s providential government, till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet ; after 
which, he fhall deliver up the kingdom to Ged, 
even the Father—that God may be all in all. 


IL. I am in the next place to fhew in what 
way men are to ftand faft in their liberty, or 
what they may and ought to do in defence of it. 


Ir is here fuppofed that fome attempts are 
made to injure it. And it has been found 
in all ages and places that fuch attempts have 
been made by unreafonable and wicked men. 
The hiftory of mankind is filled with Be 
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;_ infomuch that if from the great num- . 
f hiftorical books that have been written, 
Mhould leave out thofe parts that relate to 
their encroac }ments upon one another, their in- 
* eahne eee eae ae ie 
juries and injuftice, moft of thofe huge volumes 
would fhrink to a very fmall fize. Cain began 
his practice very foon After the creation : and it 
ni ce a continued ever fince, both among 
Kingdomsand individuals. And the fame prac- 
tice is ftillto be expected, while human nature 
continues what it is. 


Now for men to ftand faft in their liberty 
means, in general, refifting the attempts that are 
made _againtt it in the beft and moft effectual 
‘manner they can. | 


Ste NEES SAN On ey ’ 
_ Wuew any one’s liberty is attacked or threat- 
ened, he is firft to try gentle methods for his 
fafety ; to reafon with, and perfuade the adver- 
fary to defift, if there be opportunity for it ; or 
get out of his way, if he can; and if by fuch 
means he can prevent the injury, he is to ufe n 

other. 


Bur the experience of all ages has fhewn, that 
thofe, who arefo unreafonable as to form defigns 
‘of injuring others, are feldom to be diverted from 
their purpofe by argumentand_ perfuafion alone : 
Notwithftanding all that can be faid to fhew the 
a and inhumanity of their attempt, they 
perfift in it, till they have gratifed the unruly 
paffion which fet them to work. And in this 
cafe, what is to be done by the fofferer ? Is he 

to 
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to ufe no other means for his fafety, but remon- 
ftrance or flight, when thefe will not fecure him ? 
Is he patiently to take the injury and fuffer 
himfelf to be robbed of his liberty or his life, if 
the adverfary fees fit to take it ? Nature certain- 
ly forbids this tame fybmiffion, and_ loudly 
calls to a more vigorous defence, _Self-prefer- 
vation is one of the ftrongeft, and a univerfal 
principle of the human mind: And this fet 
ple allows of every thing neceffary to felf-de- 
fence, oppofing force to force, and violence to 
violence. This is fo univerfally_ allowed that I 


need not attempt to prove it. 


Bur fince it has been fuppofed by fome that 
chriftianity forbids all violent refifting of evil, 
or defending ourfélves againft injurjes in fuch a 
manner as will hurt, or endanger thofe who at- 
tack us; it may not be amifs to enquire briet- 
ly, whether defenfive war be not allowed by the 
gofpel of Chrift, the Prince of peace. 


‘Anp there are, if I miftake not, feveral paf- 
ages in the new teftament, which fhew, that, it 
was not the defign of this divine inftitution to 
take away from mankind the natural right 
of defending their liberty, even by the {word. 


I will not alledge the words of John the bap- 

tift when in anfwer to the demand which the 

foldiers made ; What fhall we do ?—bhe faid un- 

to them, do violence to no man, neither accufe any 

falfely, and be content with your wages. * For 

5 F though 
* Luke 3. 14+ 
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though they plainly imply, that, at that time, 
the military profeffion was not unlawful, and, 
confequently, that men might ufe the fword 
when. there was occafion for it : yet it does per 
How from hence, that the religion which 
; was to inftitute, would allow of that pro eL. 
on and | the ufe of the fword. 


snp there are other eon Propet to. be 
liere epuledacd E 
: mention i 1 is our Laid’s 
en under examination 
as chief cnaree bro’t 
was going to fetup.a 
ha Re. the tgp. 
ror. n anfwer to 
ich he decl that i kingdom was not of 
+bis world, and then offered the tollowing argu- 
‘ment to pro we the affertion: If my kingdom 
were of tk sgh then would my fervants fight, 
that I foould not be dehvered to the Fews : But 
now is my kingdom not from bence. + There is 
an. beat ab the fattes claufe 5. but the fenfe of 


lves, a arms, gay. it is neef- 
f this hac es: fhould have ta- 
and ordered my, fervants 
¢ Jews when they came to. ap- 
refore, fince I have. made no 
ol {ta ut, On, the contrary, “ hind-. 
t red 
t John 28. 36. 
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red one of my difciples from fighting who fought 
to refcue me,” it muft now be evident to you, 
that the kingdom which I claim is not of this 
world. Our Lord here, plainly allows that it is 
fit and proper for temporal kingdoms to fight 
in defence of their liberty. His own kingdom 
is not, indeed, to be defended in this way, which 
being wholly fpiritual, confifting in the obedienc 
of men’s Wills and affections to the laws of God, 
- ye, ae ES being dire@tly either injured“ or 
efended b fword, as the kingdoms of this 
world, ener icy temporal ate é 


'Cornesus, a centurion of the Italian band, 
was directed by an angel of God to fend for Pe- 
ter, who fhould tell him “ what he ought to 
do.” € But we do not find that the apoftle di- 
re€ted him to quit his military profeffion, or in- 
timated that it was inconfiftent with the {pirit of 
chriftianity ; which he certainly would have done, 
had'the charaéter of a foldier and a good chrif- 
tian been incompatible. hs 


Tur apoftle Paul exhorts the Romans thus ;_ 
Tf it be pofible, as much as lieth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men. + Which words plainly im- 
ply, that notwithftanding all their endeavours to 
preferve peace, it might be impoffible for them 
to livé peaceably with all men, or not to,con-. 
rend and be at ftrife with fome ; i. e. impoffible, 
ina moral fenfe, improper, unlawful ; for they 
donot require-us to do all which we have a na-' 
tural power to do, for the fake of peace, but 2 

y 
m Aas. io. + Chap. 12. 18. 
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ly all that we can do confiftently with higher ob- 
ligations, with our duty in other refpects, — 


Once more—let me obferve, that in the apo- 
alypfe of Sc. John, where we have a prophetic 
tt of the future ftate of the churches on 
lil the confummation of all things, there 
tal paflages which intimate, that the 
‘the MoftHigh, will fight in their defence 


4 i, ® d Bot te 
ir enemies, and being fo 
1€ providence, as finally to pre- 
defenfive war was inconfiften: 


_Ivis not, however, to be denied that there are 
fo; flages.in the new teftament which feem 
all war: particularly, ourSaviour’s own 
on on the mount. f J /ay un- 

evil—tlove your enemies ; 

@ you, Fc. And thofe of 
ompence to no man evil for 
lves.: and fome others of 
ane eicathe 
XI. 7. XIV. 19, 20. 
x oPte 1a 


t Matthew 5. Romans 12. 17, 19. 
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the like import. And from fuch paffages fome 
have fuppofed that chriftians are not allowed to 
defend themfelves by force of arms, how vio- 
lently foever they may e attacked. jah aS 

‘ 9 offer a few remarks 


gat 


to have had in view only {mall 
ich are thofé which he mentions 
o we ve 5S tet: } Peye 


whe Le = 
prec 


fe 


one ie 


we are forbidden to refift fuch flight attacks, we 
may not defend ourfelves when the affault is of 
a capital kind. But, 


2, Supposinc our Lord’s words to refer on- 
ly to fmall injuries, they ought not to be taken 
in an abfolute fenfe. Expreffions of this nature 
frequently occur ‘ir fcripture, which are univer- 
fally underftood with certain reftrictions and li- 
mitations. For inftance ; Love not the world, nor 
the things that arcin the werld. § Lay not up 
for yourfelves treafure on earth. \| Give to him 
that afketh thee, and from him that would borrow 
of thee, turn not thou away. | Now, 1 believe, 
no body ever fuppofed, not even the honeft 
Quakers, that thefe precepts were to be under- 
ftood fo literally, as to forbid all love of the 
world, 


§ 1 John 2. 5. * |p Mat. 6. 19. q Mat. 5. 42. 
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world, and all care to provide the good things 
of it; or toobligeus “‘ to give toeveryidle fellow 
all he may think fit to afk, whether in charity or 
loan.” And we have as good a right to limit 
the precept which forbids our refifting evil, by 

the nature and reafon of things, as we have to li- 
mit thefe other indefinite expreffions. 

3. Derenpine ourfelves by force of arms 
againft injurious attacks, is a quite different 
thing from rendering evil for evi]. The latter 
implies doing hurt to another, becaufe he has 
done hurt to us ; the former implies doing 
hurt to another, if he is hurt in the confli@, on- 
ly beeaufe there is no other way of avoiding the 
mifchief he endeavours to do us: the ove pro- 
ceeds from malice and revenge ; the other mere- 
ly from felf-love, and a juft concern for our own 
happinefs, and argues no ill will againft any man. 

And therefore it is to be obferved, 


4.. Taat neceffary felf-defence, however 
fatal it may prove to thofe who unjufily attack 
us, implies no principle inconfiftent.with that 
love to our enemies which Chrift enjops. For, 
at the fame time that we are defending ourfelves 

-againft their affaults, we may bear good-will to- 
wardsthem, wifh them well,and prayGod to be- 
friendthem: All which we doubtiefs oughttodo 
in refpect of our bittereft enemies. 


Enoucw has been faid to thew the confiften- 
cy of war with the fpiric of the gofpel. - 


But 
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Bur it is only defenfive war that can be juf- 
tified in the fight of God. When no injurv. is 
offered us, we have no right to moleft others, 
And chriftian meeknefs,patience and forbearance, 
are duties chat ought to be practifed both by 
kingdoms and individuals. Small injuries, that 
are not likely to be ed with any very per- 

ici equences, are rather to be fubmitted 


fequences, we fhou 


A PEOPLE may err by too long neglecting 
fuch means, and fhamefully fuffer the fword to 
ruft in its fcabberd,when it ought to be employ- 
ed in defending their liberty. The moft grafp- 
ing and oppreflive power will commonly let its 
neighbours remain in peace, if they will fubmit 
to its unjuft demands. . And an incautious peo- 
Je may tubmit to thefe demands, one after an- 
other, till its liberty is irrecoverably' gone, be- 
fore they faw the danger. Injuries {mall in 
themfelves, may in their confequences be fatal 
to thofe who fubmit to them ; efpecially if they 
are perfiltedin. And, with refpect to fuch in- 
juries, we fhould ever aét upon that ancient max- 
im of prudence ; ob/ta principiis. The firft vi 

es: guy 
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n encroaching-p htc 
yd, when there appears a-difpofiti- 
tencreafe fuch demands: And 
9¢ both the right and du- 
engage in war, rather than give 
sof fuch a power, what they 
We incoveniency, {pare in the 
Var, though a great evil, is e- 
onceflions, as, are likely 
en fuch 


ened mish war are 
> firlt attack.— 

tly prove atal, or occafion an 
arable lamage. When others have fuffici- 
manifetted an injurious or hoftile intention, 
hilt i it, notwithttanding all the admo- 
re monftrance we can make, we may, 
avoid the blow they are meditating 
begin the affaul. 


ple have been forced into a war 
curity, they ought to fet reafon- 
5 to. heir refentment, or they may 
i the firft agereflors. They 

t nothing more than repelling the 


injury, 
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injury, obtaining reparation for damages fuftain- 
edyand fecurity againft future aeete. Tf, af- 
ter thefevends are obtained, they continue the 
war, in order to diftrefs. cheie enemies, or reduce 
them under their. power, they become offenders; 
and the: “ir fide is wajatt. 

ES rime na Te ati: pests firs 
= \ the foregoing sereest obferva- 


ree ae i 


ns to you your cand or, Igo on to hint at fome 
hinge peoperee. bapetied te. ghey peo- 
fend themfelves againft nent 
ripestce 


a. “Tuery fhould endeavor to. be united and 
at peace among themfelves, The ftrength of a 
fociety, as well as its honour and happinefs, de- 
pends much upon its union. OurSaviour’s max- 
im is founded in reafon, and has been confirmed 
by the experience of all ages : Every kingdom di- 
vided againft itfelf is brought to defolation. When 
the body politic is divided into parties, and the 
members make a bulinefs of oppofing each o- 
ther, itis ina fair way toruin. They are not 
likely to unite in meafures of defence againft a 
common enemy, and will therefore lie open to 
the encroachments of violence and oppreffion, 
and become an eafy prey to every invader. The 
tyrants of the earth, fenfible of this, have com- 
monly acted upon. this maxim, divide et impera : 
let us firft divide the people, whom we mean to 
enflave, into parties, and we fhall then eafily 


bring them under our power. 


2. Tuer 


rn € can no 
without tos, and a fubmiffion t to ae 
us ‘{pirit prevails among a people, a 
tion to trample upon.laws and a 
ent, they will probably make bur 
in defending themfelves. againft a 
in poe S this defence, 


omething as really 
; which fuppofeth 
_as fror that flavery which fup- 


ny. vit isa treedom reftrained by be- 
and li tingand dying,.with. public 
Homa aera 


eeiee epossé Prodty 
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aGtually or virtually confented. Though the 
contrary evil takes its rife from the weaknefs or 
wickednefs of rulers, yet in every free ftate it is 
the right and duty of all, /udjed?s as well as ru- 
lers, to ufe their influence againft it : And where 
the fubjects have no conftitutional right to do any 
thing to Paes or remove fuch an evil, they 
are already flaves, and it may be tho’t improper 
to talk of their defending their liberty ; though 
they ought, doubtlefs, to endeavor tafrecover it. 
However, I fay, it is highly neceffary that this 
freedom from unreafonable reftraints be prelerv- 
ed, in order to a people’s retaining a fpirit of li- 
berty, and being in a capacity to defend them- 
felves againfta common enemy. It is juftly ob- 
ferved by that great ftatefman, lord Verulam, 
that “the blefling of Judah and Iffachar will 
never meet, that the fame people or nation 
fhould be both the lion’s whelp, and the afs be- 
tween two burdens: neither will it be, that a 
people overlaid with taxes, fhould ever become 
valiant and martial.”* The laying unreafona- 
ble burdens and reftraints upon a people, will, if 
they are fubmitted to, debafe their minds, break 
their fpirits, enervate their courage, and fink: 
them into cowards: if they are not fubmitted to, 
the confequence will be internal tumult, diforder, 
ftrife and contempt of government ; and in ei- 
ther cafe, the defenfive power of the ftate is great- 
ly diminifhed. Behold, then the policy, or ra- 
ther the madnefs and folly of oppreffive rulers = 
if they are fuccefsful in their injurious meafures, 
they are expofing themfelves and their fubjects 
an 


* Bacon’s Bffays, p. 113. 
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“of giving efficacy to their orders. It has fome- 
time been pretended, that this is neceffary to aid 
and fupport civil government. But who- 
‘ever confiders, ‘that the defign of government is 
the good of the people, and the great improba- 
bility there is, that‘a people, in general, thould 
be againftmeafures calculated for their good, 
and that /uch meafures only ought to be enforced, 
-will look upon this as the idleft pretence. For 
rulers to ufe a military power, to enforce mea- 
fures of a contrary tendency, is one of the wick- 
edeft and moft unjuftifiable kinds’ of offenfive 
war} a violation not only of the common law 
‘of juftice and humanity, but of their own facre 
engagements to promote the public good. ‘The 
keeping up troops fufficient to guard expofed 
frontier pofts, may be proper ; but to have an 
army continually {tationed in the midft of a peo- 
ple, in time of peace, is a precarious and dan- 
gerous method of fecurity. 


A fafer way, and which has always been et- 
“teemed the wiieft and beft, by impartial men, is 
‘to have the power of defence in the body of 

the people, to have a well-regulated and well- 
difciplined militia. This is placing the fword 
qn hands that will not be likely to betray their 
truft, and who will have the ftrongeft . motives 
to aét their part well, in defence of their coun- 
try, whenever they fhall be called for. An ar- 
my compofed of men of property, who have been 
all their days inured to labour, will generally e- 


qual 
q Our trained bands are the truftieft and moft proper 
frength of a free nation. Mrvron’s Eikoa. 
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_ qual the beft veteran troops, in point of ftrength 
of body and firmnefs of mind, and when fight- 
ing in defence of their religion, their eftates, 
‘their liberty, and families, will have er 
‘Motives to exert themfelves, aiid may, if they 
have'been properly difciplined, be not much in- 
ferior to them in the fkill of arms. 


Ir was by a militia, by an army compofed of 
‘men of property and worth’of their own nation, 
that ancient, Rome rofe tobe miftrefs’ of the 

he battles of Agincourt, Poitiers and 


ee seth D, Saw kIwe =. 
lig ught to be ufed in coniti- 
tuting a militia, that it may anfwer the end for 
which it is defigned, ‘and not be Hable 16. be 
made an inftrument of tyranny and oppreffion. 
dt thould be fubject to difcipline and order, and 
fomewhere in the ftate fhould be lodged a power 
of calling it forth to aétion, whenever the fafety 
of the people requires it. But this power fhould 
be fo limited and reftrained, as that it cannot 
-callit unneceffarily, or oblige it to commit vio- 

lence or oppreffion upon any of the lubjeéts. 
Se ~—§. Over 
- @ That wife men have thought a people might be in dan- 
er from their own militia, unlefS great caution was ufed in 
he dire&tion of it, appears from _ the following quotation : 
. ake away from the king the abfolute power to com- 
#* pel men to take up arms, otherwife than in cafe 
nate a ie ies Recah hpi’ 56 
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5+ ONCE. wis neceflary for.ai people 
who would, it liberty, to maintain 
the gen actice of religion and virtue... This 
I tend them courageous : The trueft 
t be found where the paffions 


fubjection to the laws of 
hates the favor of God, 


_ YI Lar me now offer a few confiderations 
to fhew the obligations men are under to defend 
that liberty which providence has conferred up- 
on them. i pok ie a Sgt tee , 


- Tus is a truft committed to us by heayen : 
we are accountable for the ule we make of it, 
; and 


¢¢ of foreign invafion ; power to compel men to go out of 
«¢ their counties to war ; to charge men for the main- 
< tenance of wars; power to make them find arms at his 
« pleafare ; and laitly power to break the peace, or do 
© ought that may tend thereto ; certainly the power of the 
«* militia that remaineth, though never fo farely fettled in _ 
« the king’s hand, can never dite this nation. ‘ 


Bacon on government. lib. 2. chap. 2a. 
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dootnof flothful fervants, we fhould arenes 
RN our rights. and: liberties. xt 


OMe are bound “to: » preférve their ‘own lives, 
as long as-they can; confittently with their duty 
in other® Fefpects. Would not he, who thould 
lofe his, life’ by neglecting to refift.a wild bealt, 
be criminal inthe fight of God ? And can he 
be innocent ‘who lofes it iby: neglecting to'op- 

pote the violent attacksy of: wicked men, often- 

as fierce and > cruel as the moft, rae 
ee 2 gEge dics nS AG el vi [oS Ga dsin ig; 
rire baal Ow. icine ft RTS § fi 

‘Men are alto: Bourld: individuals and focieties, 
to take care of their temporal happinefs, and ‘do 
all they lawfully lea, to.promote it. ., But»what 
can be more inconfiftent with this duty, than 
fubmitting’ to great encroachments upon our li- 
berty 2 Stich’ ‘fubmiffion tends.to flavery 5, and 
compleat flavery .iniplies every evil that. the 
malice of man and: aeres can inflict, Again, 


py ‘vegan shel we owe to the happinels 
of others ae this Bee i iis Ij BOB 
$26 Gt a 
ore ‘man is: bound both. 4 the = of na; 
fiite'"and revelation, to provide in the beft) man- 
ner he can, for thetemporal happinefs of his 
family’; and he that neglects this, has, accord- 
ing to the declarationof an infpired. apoftle, 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. , But 
in what way can -a°man:be -more juftly. charge- 
able “with: oF meets ithan: sé fuffering himfelf 
DOk ¢l O7 . i - 19 
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ted-long in any. place aah Howiyete for- 
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wicked enough to deprive, .a people of that, 
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men to defend that liberty, with which provi- 

dence has made d theaehees a {a duty of high 
obligation, as the neglect of it may attended 
with confequences, the moft prejir icial to hu- 
man virtue and happinefs, and oa ‘difhono- 
ey. to God. ; 


aaa: now remains is to offer forme ‘re- 


ake and apply the fubjeét to the prefent 
occafion. 


s been faid may ferve to cat- 


in gi a flate of war 
juftly liable to all the evil 
mechs. felf-defence may bring up- 
on him. And though he may think that his 
power is fo great, and their’s fo little, that he 
can be in no danger from their refentment, the 
nt may convince him of his miftake. Men, 
who have a juft fenfe and value of liberty, will 
fometimes do wonders in its defence. 
— ‘“ They have great odds 
Againft the aftonifh’d fons of violence, 
; BAS fight with awful juftice on their fide.” f' 


ie eier s may indeed for atime,befuccefsful 

“and overcome all oppofition 3 yet it feldom hap- 

“hd they perfevere in their injurious praétice, ° 
q t meeting with fuch refittancée as caufes 
S&S 4 mifchief to return upon their own heads, and 
‘ their violent dealings to come down upon their own 
f oo. : 
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pates : It is an old obfervation, that few tyrants 
defcend in ee to thegrave. If therefore, the 
Jaws of God will not, a regard to their own fafe- 


ty, ould feftraih men from invading the rights 
of the innocent. 


2. Ir it be foimportant a duty for men to 
refift encroachments upon their liberty ; then it 
cannot be improper for the chriftian. minifter, to 
inculcate ¢his upon his hearers ; to exhort them 
to be watchful over it, and ready to oppofe all 

tempts againtt i. This is fo far from being 
improper, that it is, | humbly conceive, his in- 
difpenfible duty. Nor can I fee how he could 
’ aniwer it to God,* or his own confcience, if, 
when he thought his country was in danger of 
being enflaved, for want of a proper fenfe of, and 
oppofition to the approaches of tyranny, he 
fhould neglect to point out the danger, and with 
— ‘ honett zeal 

To roufe the watchmen of the public weal.” + 


Ir is readily owned, that defgnedly to fpread 
falfe alarms, to fill the minds of people with 
groundlefs. prejudices againft their rulers, or a 
neighbouring ftate, to ftir up faction and encou- ~ 
rage oppolition to geed government, are things 
highly criminal ; and whoever does thus, whate- 
ver charaéter he may wear among men, Is in re- 
ality a minifter, not of Chrift, but of the devil, 
the father of falfhood, confufion and rebellion. 
But to fhew people their real danger, point out 
the fource of it, and exhort them to fuch ex- 

a oes ertions 
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ver the prefervation of pubiie tiber- 
fo much upon a people’s being pof- 
art of war ; thofe who exert them- 
) encourage and» ‘promote this art, act a 
art, and are intitled to the thanks 
rethren. Upon this account, the com- 
hich is the occafion, of this folemnity, de- 
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others a fpirit of imita- 
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gen -al attention: to the military art a- 

us, I pretend not to fay : But whatever be 
ule, mutt give pleafure to every friend of 
erty, to fee this people fo generally 

itary exercifes. This argues a 
a fenfe of liberty, a juft apprehenfi- 
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to war; nor unthankful’'to Him who ruleth  a- 
mong the nations, the God of peace, for the’ en- 
joyment we. have had of this bleffing for a num- 
ber of vears paft. But we have little reafon to 
expect, however ardently we may wifh, that this 
country will always be the habitation of peace. 
Ambition, avarice, and other unruly paffions 
have a great hand in directing the conduct of 
pai rie kingdoms of this world. Britifh A- 
- maerica is already become confiderable among the 
European nations for its numbers, and their eafi- 
nefs of living ; and is continually rifing into 
greater importance. I will not undertake to 
decypher the figus of the times, or to fay from 
what quarter we are moft likely to be molefted. 
But from the courfe of human affairs, we have the 
utmoft reafon to expedt that the time will come, 
when we mutt either fubmit to favery, or defend 
our liberties by our own fword. And this per- 
haps may be the cafe fooner than fome imagine. 
No one can doubt but there are powers on the 
continent of Europe, that would be glad to add 
Worth-America to their dominions, and who, if 
they thought the thing praéticable, would foon 
find a pretence for.attempting it. The naval 
power of Great-Britain has been hitherto our 
chief fecurity againft invafions from that conti- 
nent. But every thing belonging to the prefent 
ftate, is uncertain and fu€tuating. Things may 
foon be in fuch a fituation with Great-Britian, 
_ that it will be no longer proper for us to confide 
in her power, for the protection of our liberty. 
Our greateft fecurity, under God, will be our be- 
ing in a capacity to defend ourfelves, Were we, 

indesd, 
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indeed, fure that Great-Britain would always be 
both able and, willing to protect.us in, our, li- 
‘berty, which, from prefent appearances, we have 
ya reafon to expect, 2it would be fhameful for 
_{9 numerous a people-as this, and a people of fo 
much natural ftrength and fortitude, to be, thro’ 
inattention to the art of war, incapable of bear- 
dng,a part in.their own defence. Such weak- 
nef§ muft render them contemptible to all the 
World.5: esos 30% otis: brakes pst; 

__Bartise America,,ef sil chemother part 
sat is b Se aatiamgalc ated to be a nurfe- 
ry of heroes. _ Nothing is wanting but our own 
care and application, to make us, with the neigh- 
_ bouring colonies, a formidable people. And re- 
ligion, honor, patriotifm, and even felf-love, all 
unite in demanding from us this.application and 
‘care. This,people, it may be. prefumed, will 
never.of choice, keep among them a /fand- 
ing army. in. time. of »peace : . Virtue, do- 
meftic peace, the infulted walls of our State- 
Houfe,: and even the, once. crimfoned tones. of 
the fireet, all loudly cry.out againtt this meafure, 
But every well-wither to the public, fhould coun- 
tenance and encourage a military {pirit among 
our militia through the province. a 


_ Our. political Fathers have it in their power 
todo much for this end., and we have a right.to 
expect that, out of faithfulnefs to God and this, 
people, they. will por negles it. From the coun- 
tenance. which his Excellency and the honorable 
Council thew to the military tranfaCtions of this, 
wi? : day, 
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day, we would gladly hope, that, they in cenjunc- 
tion with the other branch of the’ legiflature, 
will, in this: way, as well as others, prove them- 
felves to’ be God’s minifters for good'to the peo- 


¢ 
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~~ Tr is alfo In. the power of perfons’of rank and 
fortune, in their private capacity, greatly to pro- 
mote this caufe by theirexample and otherwife. 
It is highly abfurd, though not uncommon, that 
thofe who have moft to lofe by the deftruction 
of a ftate, fhould be leaft capable ‘of bearing a 
part in its defence. Riches are’ frequently thé 
Main temptation to war. Where a people aré 
all poor, there is little danger of their being inva: 
ded: So that there being men of affluence a- 
mong a people, is often the caufe of their bein 


'  Obliged to defend themfelves by the’ fword, It 


is therefore efpecially #heir duty, as well as inte- 
_ reft, to do what they can to put the people: into 

a Capacity of defence. When ¢hey fpend their 
time in idlenefs, effeminating pleafures, or even 
in accumulating riches, to the coral neglect of the 
art of war, and every meafure to promote’ it, they 
a&t unbecoming good members of fociety, and 
fet an example highly prejudicial to ‘the com- 
munity. 2 Si 


Wuereas when gentlemen of fortune, not- 
withftandingthe allurements of pleafure on the 
one hand, and ‘the fatiguing exercife of a foldier 
on the other, exert themfelves to acquire and pro> 
mote the military arr, they are an honor to their 
circumftances, and ‘a’ bleffing’ to ‘the publie+ 
a Their 


Ain Artillery-Sermon. qt 


Their example will have great influence upon o- 

thers ; and, other things being equal, fuch men 

will be moft likely to fight valiantly in defence 

of their liberty, whenever it fhall be neceflary. 

By fuch a conduét, they fhew their regard to 
their country, in a way that will probably be 

much more beneficial to it, than merely talking, 

writing, or preaching in favor of liberty. And’ 
it ought to be efteemed as no inconfiderable evi- 

dence, among many others, of a public, truly 

patriotic {pirit in the honorable gentleman, { 

whe leads his Excellency’s company of Cadets, 

that he has fo chearfully endured the fatigue 7 of 
qualifying himfelf to be a good officer, and, by 

his generous exertions in conjunétion with their 

own, rendered his company an honour to the 

town, to their commanders and themfelves. This _ 
company in general, is indeed an example of 

what I was urging ; of gentlemen of eafy circum- 

ftances giving proper attention to the art of war, 

and is on that account the more.refpectable and 

- important. 


Bur we have other laudable examples of. 
attention to arms. The Train of Artillery + 
has for a number of years paft been honorably. 
diftinguifhed, by their military addrefs. And 
the refpectable appearance which the whole mi-. 
litia af the town made a few days ago, when cal-. 
led together in honor of his Majefty’s birth-day, 
and the dexterity with which they went through - 
their exercifes, muft convince all who had the 

fatisfaction 


q The Hon. Joun Hancock, Efq; 
~¢ A Company commanded by Meigs Panpocx. 
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fatisfaction of fecing them, that they are no 
ftrangers to a military {pirit, and lead us to hope 
that by perfeverance, the whole body will foon 
equal thofe, who at prefent excel moft. May 
this fpiric {till revive and prevail through the 
province, til] this whole people become as confi- 
derable for their {kill in arms, as they are for 
their natural ftrength and courage. 


_Tue gentlemen who are engaged in acquiring 
this art will remember that the true end of it 
is only defence ; that it is to be employed, 
not to deftroy, but to proteét and fecure the li- 
berty and happinefs of mankind ; not to infringe 
the rights of others, but to defend their own, 
While, therefore, they endeavor to refermble fuch’ 
men as Alexander and Czfar in military fkill and 
valour, they will deteit the principles from which 
they acted, in invading and diftreffing inoffén- 
five people. For though they have been honor- 
ed with the name of heroes, they were, in reali- 
ty, public robbers and murderers. 


~ ‘Tury will alfo remember that the moft de- 
fitable liberty, and which we fhould be ready to 
defend, is that of a well governéd fociety, which 
is as effentially different from that licentioufnels, 
which is without law or government, as it is from 
ah abfolute fabje€tion to the arbitrary will of a- 
nother. This is the liberty wherewith Chrift, 
has made us free ;‘to which he has given us 
a right. While, therefore, thefe genrle-. 
men will be always ready to ftand forth in de-" 
fence of true civil liberty, whenever they fhall 
fee her affaulted, and be properly called upon ; 
they will never on any confideration be prevailed 


os 
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with, to employ their arms for the deftruction 
of good government, by aiding either tyranny 
on the one hand, or licentioufnefs on the other. 


But above all they will remember, that reli- 
gion is the main concern of man, and a necefla- 
Ty qualification for a good foldier. This, be- 
yond any thing elfe, infpires with the love of li- 
berty, with fortitude and magnanimity ; and 
this alone can enable them to meet death with 
arational compofure and tranquility of mind, 
which is an enemy before which the braveft {ol- 
dier muft fall at laft. 


To conclude : This whole affembly will bear 
in mind, that there is another and more valuable 
kind of liberty, than that to which the foregoing 
difcourfe more immediately relates, and which, 
at this day, fo generally employs our attention 
and converfation ; a liberty, which confifts in 
being free from the power and dominion of fin, 
through the affiftance of the divine spirit, con- 
curring with our own pious, rational and perfe- 
vering endeavours. Whatever our outward cir- 
cumftances may be, if we are deftitute of this 
{piritual liberty, we are in reality flaves, how 
much foever we may hate the name ; if we pof- 
fefs it we are free indeed: And our being free in 
this fenfe, will give us the beft grounds to hope 
for temporal freedom, through the favour of 
heaven ; and, at length, gain us admiffion into 
the regions of per fe& and uninterrupted liberty, 
peace and happinefs. 


: ERRATA, P. 15. 1. 3 from bot. r. came. P. r. Ts. 
r, church ~ P, 19. leg. r. Precept. J. 8 from bot. r. ea- 
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